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Thoughts from the President. . . 
From Larry Camp, WB8R, 2021 BCARC President 
 
Greetings to the members of the BCARC. This is my first newsletter 
column as president in many years. Yes, I have been here before. 
I am glad to be back in the saddle and am looking forward serving 
the club. My door is always open in person, via email or text mes-
sages, or by telephone. I am interested in all ideas that will help 
our club grow and prosper and better serve both the amateur radio 
and the local communities. I am looking forward to working with 
our Secretary/Treasurer Ted, KU8F and our Directors members Jim, 
WV0SS, Arnie, NS8T, and Bob, WD8LIC. Also, thanks to Justin, 
W8TVB for maintaining our website. All club leadership will have a 
keen ear for ideas to improve our club. Feel free to contact any of 
us at any time with ideas, concerns, or complaints. 
 
In conjunction with the Board, I have worked out a schedule for 
club membership meetings as well as board meetings that will be 
consistent from month to month: 
 
Board meetings will be held at 2000 on the 1st Thursday of each 
month. Meeting locations will be announced in advance of the 
meetings. We will work around the Vet-Net (takes place at 1900) 
schedule as best we can to accommodate both the meeting and the 
Vet-Net. A little easier in a Zoom room than in person, but we will 
find a way to make it work. 
 
Club meetings will be held at 1900 on the 2nd Tuesday of each 
month.  Primary meeting place will be at the Branch County Airport 
Building. Until things improve with COVID, we will make good use 
of Zoom video conferencing instead of in-person meetings.  

mailto:ns8t@arrl.net
mailto:wvoss@charter.net


2 

 Thoughts from the President. . .(Cont’d) 

Speaking of Zoom, I recognize the generosity of Scott Meister, K2CUB for making his 
Zoom account available for our use. This allows us to not have to worry about the time 
limits associated with using the free Zoom rooms.   
 
Other topics: 
 
DStar Repeater: We are working on obtaining WiFi at the tower site and Ed. N8DCC is 
working on retuning our duplexers. We have a little programming to do on the computer 
that will run the repeater to reflect current callsigns and frequencies. That programming is 
being scheduled now. 
 
Our club is actively working with the Branch County Sheriff to define the ‘Radio Room’ that 
is being set aside in the new Jail building. We will be allowed to have radio equipment 
there for use in an emergency. We are currently selecting the layout of cabinets and work 
counters in “our” room. There is a lot going on here that has not yet been firmed up, so I 
will just speak of those things that are most firm at this time. Good things are happening 
there.  
 
Elsewhere in this issue of our newsletter, you will find accumulated data for our nets for 
2020. We have the following club nets: Siren Test Net, BCARC VHF and UHF nets, the 
NOBOB UHF net, and the Veterans UHF Net. Thanks to the net controls who ensure that 
the nets run on schedule. 
 
Since we are at the first of the year, I need to mention that club dues are due. A year’s 
membership in the BCARC is $15.00 and family membership (ham or non-licensed) is an 
additional $3.00. Non-licensed family members enjoy all club benefits with exception of 
voting and holding office.  Membership runs from January 1 to December 31. Club dues 
enable us to run the club. See Ted, KU8F to pay your dues, or you can pay using Pay Pal 
on our club website located at www.branchcountyarc.org. 
 
In closing, we certainly are living in trying times and we are doing everything we can to 
continue to operate our club as closely to normal as we can. Fortunately, ham radio is the 
original social distance hobby…. We simply grab a radio and talk to each other….and no 
masks required.  
 
See you on the air! 
 

Larry, WB8R 

http://www.branchcountyarc.org
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Branch County  

Emergency Net  

Meeting 
Every Tuesday at 7 pm 

except second Tuesday of 

each month. 

 

 

Vet Net 
Every Thursday at 7 pm 

 

 

DStar Net 
Every Saturday at 8 pm 

Reflector 024 A 

 

 

Branch County AR Club  
Second Tuesday of each 

month at 7 pm on Zoom 

January 12, 2021 

 

Branch County AR 

Board Meeting 

January 7, 2021 

8pm 

Zoom 

 

 

Business Meeting Minutes 

December 8, 2020 

The club was called to order by Acting President Ted Hadfield, 
KU8F at 7:07 PM via Zoom online meeting.  The Pledge of Al-
legiance was observed. 13 members in total were present at 
the meeting.  The Treasurer’s report was given for the previ-
ous month of November 2020. Jim Voss made motion to ac-
cept , Bob Daney seconded, and all approved unanimously. 
 
Larry Camp his thanks and gratitude to previous president 
Roy McCloud AB8RM for his years of faithful service, as well 
as the help of KE8BPS, Deborah McCloud.   He also men-
tioned thanks for Justin Lopshire for his hard work with our 
website and other electronic duties, his term ends at the end 
of 2020 on the advisory board. 
 
Along with the financial report we remind all club members 
that dues are $15.00 individual, and $18.00 family, due at 
the beginning of the year. 
 
The plan for an audit were discussed, and will need to make a 
minor club policy amendment for audit dates and team mem-
bers, for approval to the club at the January meeting.  
 
Fund raising, ideas welcomed, need a committee set up to 
investigate. 
 
The repeater report was given mentioning D-Star update, 
along with working on the Internet hookup needed.  The reg-
ular 2m and 440 repeaters are doing quite well. 
Net stats were given, 13 Nets, 122 check-ins, 7.53 hours for 
the entire month. Thanks were made to our NCS’s :  WV0SS, 
AA8J, WD8LIC, KC8UGV, KU8F, and WB8R. 
An invitation was made to any other licensed individual wish-
ing to take a turn as NCS. 
 
Ted also gave mention that the minutes were posted in the 
December newsletter, a motion was made by J. King, second-
ed by Arnie Hayward. Motion passed unanimously. 
 
VE testing will continue to be offered on demand. 
 
Our great newsletter Pat, AA8J, was thanked for her work as 
editor.  
 
Jim Voss anticipates beginning a CW net on 80 meters, inter-
ested, please contact Jim. This will be a slow speed practice 
net for anyone desiring to improve skills. KC8UGV mentioned 
an interest for doing a parks on the air net at the Coldwater 
Lake site some time during warmer climate season.   
 
Arnold Hayward motioned to close the meeting, at 8:18, Jim 
Voss seconded, passed unanimously, meeting adjourned. 
 
Ted Hadfield, KU8F, Treasurer. 
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Information provided by ARRL 

BCARC December & Annual 
2020 Net Statistics 

QNI = Number of check-ins 

QTR= Elapsed time of net 

QTC= Number of formal written radiograms that are passed on 
the net 

 

The BCARC is very fortunate to have so many dedicated mem-
bers and friends who gather together on the air to discuss vari-
ous topics with other hams. What a special way to stay close at 
a distance! 

 

Watch for the DStar Stats to be included in the following 
months! 

+ AGB New Year Snowball Con-
test 

+ NCCC RTTY Sprint 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 

+ NCCC Sprint 

+ SARTG New Year RTTY Contest 

+ AGCW Happy New Year Contest 

+ AGCW VHF/UHF Contest 

 

+ QRP ARCI New Years Sprint 

+ PODXS 070 Club PSKFest 

+ WW PMC Contest 

+ RSGB AFS Contest, CW 

+ Original QRP Contest 

+ Winter VHF Sprint 

+ ARRL Kids Day 

+ ARRL RTTY Roundup 

+ EUCW 160m Contest 

 

+ K1USN Slow Speed Test 

+ RSGB Hope QSO Party 

+ OK1WC Memorial 

+ Worldwide Sideband Activity 
Contest 

+ ARS Spartan Sprint 

+ RSGB Hope QSO Party 

+ RTTYOPS Weeksprint 

+ QRP Fox Hunt 

+ Phone Fray 

+ RSGB Hope QSO Party 

https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=466
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=466
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=540
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=518
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=44
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=211
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=212
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=214
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=575
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=267
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=471
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=627
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=213
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=682
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=224
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=217
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=219
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=681
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=662
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=683
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=672
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=672
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=283
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=662
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=670
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=518
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=593
https://www.contestcalendar.com/contestdetails.php?ref=662
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 In Memory of 

Jim taught auto mechanics at the Career 
Center in Coldwater for eight years.  Also 
was a mechanic at Houser’s Service on West 
Chicago Street for many years.   

He became a Ham about 1976 and was very 
active on the HF bands.  He had about 1000 
watts going into a Quad antenna up about 60 
foot.  Jim really liked to participate in a fox 
hunt, working with his Son Bill KX8R. 

He also enjoyed our Christmas dinners, and 
our regular club meetings.  After retirement 
from mechanic work, he delivered motor 
homes anywhere in the U.S.  Everyone that 
knew him, miss him at club events.  
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The K7RA Solar Update 

01/01/2021 

Tad Cook, K7RA, Seattle, reports: Solar Ccle 25 is progressing 
normally, and with the new year, my outlook is optimistic. Solar 
minimum occurred just over a year ago (December 2019), and 
now we see very few days with no sunspots. 

Both of the current sunspot groups (2794 and 2795) are about 
to slip across the sun’s western horizon. 

Average daily sunspot number this past week was 27.1, up from 
10.3 the previous week. Average daily solar flux rose from 82.8 
to 86.4. 

Predicted solar flux over the next 30 days is 81 and 80 on Janu-
ary 1 – 2; 79 on January 3 – 4; 78 on January 5 – 8; 84 on Jan-
uary 9 – 14; 85, 86, and 87 on January 15 – 17; 88 on January 
18 – 28; 87 on January 29, and 86 on January 30. It then dips 
to 84 on February 1 – 10. 

Predicted planetary A index is 5 on January 1 – 2; 8 and 5 on 
January 3 – 4; 8 on January 5 – 7; 5 on January 8 – 17; 10 on 
January 18 – 20; 8 on January 21; 5 on January 22 – 24; 10 on 
January 25, and 5 on January 26 – 30. 

When I check the STEREO website any possible coming activi-
ty, I don’t see anything obvious, but do not be surprised if new 
activity appears soon — perhaps before mid-January — along 
with the predicted higher flux values. 

Here’s the geomagnetic forecast from J.K. Janda, OK1HH, of the 
Czech Propagation Interest Group for January 1 – 26, 2021. The 
geomagnetic field will be: 

•quiet on January 1, 3, 13 – 14 

•quiet to unsettled on January 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 15 – 16, 21, 25 – 
26 

•quiet to active on January 5 – 7, 9, 11, 17, 22 – 23 

•unsettled to active January 20, 24 

•active to disturbed January 18 – 19 

•Solar wind will intensify on January (1-3, 7-9, 19-20,) 21-22, 
(23, 25-26) 

 

Notes: 

Parentheses mean lower probability of activity enhancement. 

The predictability of changes is lower again, as there are ambig-
uous and changing indications. 

Wishing a Happy New Year, positive thinking, and negative 
tests! 

https://stereo.gsfc.nasa.gov/
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The K7RA Solar Update 

 
(The Czech Propagation Interest Group has been compiling this 
geomagnetic activity weekly forecasts since January 1978.) 

Ted Leaf, K6HI, of Kona, Hawaii, shared another optimistic 
report on new Solar Cycle 25. Here’s more on the NCAR pre-
diction and the solar clock. 

Sunspot numbers for December 24 – 30, 2020, were 25, 30, 31, 
26, 26, 26, and 26, with a mean of 27.1. The 10.7-centimeter 
flux was 87.4, 87.7, 87.9, 87.8, 87.2, 84.2, and 82.8, with a 
mean of 86.4. Estimated planetary A indices were 10, 5, 4, 6, 7, 
7, and 9, with a mean of 6.9. Middle latitude A index was 7, 4, 
3, 4, 6, 5, and 6, with a mean of 5. 

For more information concerning radio propagation, visit the 
ARRL Technical Information Service, read “What the Numbers 
Mean…,” and check out K9LA’s Propagation Page. 

ARRL Antenna Book, 21st Edition,  

Dated 2007 
 

The other day, while checking out the new to me Me-We web-

site, I came across a link to the 2007 ARRL Antenna book, all 

900+ pages, available on a download link.  While dated, it is a 

very valuable resource. 

 

The download link is:  

https://ia801008.us.archive.org/20/items/
TheARRLAntennaBook21St/The-ARRL-Antenna-Book-21-st.pdf 
 

Enjoy, 

73, de Bob, WD8LIC 

American Radio Relay League History: https://www.zippia.com/

american-radio-relay-league-careers-734225/history/  

 

Ham Radio History: http://w2pa.net/HRH/  

January’s Suggested Reading List 

https://earthsky.org/space/sunspot-cycle-25-among-strongest-on-record-says-ncar
https://earthsky.org/space/sunspot-cycle-25-among-strongest-on-record-says-ncar
https://www.ibtimes.com/prominent-scientists-predict-unusually-strong-solar-cycle-contradicting-previous-3110532
http://arrl.org/propagation-of-rf-signals
http://arrl.org/the-sun-the-earth-the-ionosphere
http://k9la.us/
https://ia801008.us.archive.org/20/items/TheARRLAntennaBook21St/The-ARRL-Antenna-Book-21-st.pdf
https://ia801008.us.archive.org/20/items/TheARRLAntennaBook21St/The-ARRL-Antenna-Book-21-st.pdf
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zippia.com%2Famerican-radio-relay-league-careers-734225%2Fhistory%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce8f3b5e4c40a432fdb0e08d89ca2caff%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637431570284101502%7CUnkn
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.zippia.com%2Famerican-radio-relay-league-careers-734225%2Fhistory%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Ce8f3b5e4c40a432fdb0e08d89ca2caff%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637431570284101502%7CUnkn
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fw2pa.net%2FHRH%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C34ee723a8a7b4c2acef708d89ca13de4%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637431563625656506%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLC
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VE Session 

In the evening of December 

28, 2020, Volunteer Examin-

ers from the BCARC met in 

the meeting room of the 

Branch County Memorial Air-

port building to provide an in-

person license test session for 

Pat, KE8PPT. Pat’s mission 

was to upgrade to General 

and he was successful. 

Pat is already actively making 
plans for an HF Station to go 
along with his new privileges. 

Congratulations Pat! (KE9PPT) 
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A Backwards Glance. . . 

The Branch County Amateur Radio Club 

The first meeting of the Branch County Amateur Radio Club (BCARC) 
was called to order the evening of January 14, 1960 at the Coldwater Fire De-
partment by President Paul Herman, K8AXN. Other officers were: VP Paul 
Maurer, W8OIT, and Sec/Treas Jerry Bystry, K8QZE. Some other early members 
were: George Burnholtz, Carl King, Edgar Kirsch, Harold Sissem, John Wilson, M. 
T. Pierson, Jeff Gates, Tom Brockman, Walt Wright, William Geiger, Grant Eaton, 
David Miller, Matt Yoder, Larry Joe Childs, Joe Otis, Carol Kenyon, Ted Short, 
Larry Woodward and Harold Sharp. That year’s April meeting saw a constitution 
adopted and dues were set at three dollars. Harold Sharp was the 1961 BCARC 
Amateur of the Year. The Club sponsored their first Morse code and Amateur 
Theory classes in January 1962 beginning a legacy of bringing many into the 
hobby which continues to the present time.  1962 also marked the Club’s first 
participation in the annual Field Day which has continued through the years.  

Most early meetings were attended by from 6 to 13 people and there 
was much discussion as to how to boost attendance. Topics of interest in the 
first few years leaned toward involvement in Civil Defense, emergency opera-
tions and remedying interference to television reception. Members modified sur-
plus radios to operate on the Amateur bands and built homemade antennas. As 
the years progressed so did interest in the hobby with meeting attendance peak-
ing in the mid-80s at around 50.  

Due to a loss of records in two separate fires, club records from 1963 
until 1973 are missing. Meetings in the mid-seventies were often held at the 
Girard Elementary School and for many years at the Branch Area Careers Cen-
ter. The club has been meeting in the training room of the County 911 Center 
for more than a decade. For a time, a net was held on 21.153 Megacycles which 
augmented an existing six meter net. These two nets were abandoned for the 
more popular 2 meter band in October of 1976. Until the mid-1980’s the club 
operated equipment at the Branch County 4H fair and also provided radio com-
munications between the Fair office and gates. In February, 1974, the club ad-
ministered the Novice test to 9 students. Equipment from the Girard school was 
moved to the Career Center and a tower and beam antenna was added to com-
plete the club station. In 1976 dues were raised to six dollars and 13 members 
were involved in Field Day. 

 The first club Christmas gift exchange was also held in 1976. The club 
callsign, WD8KAF, arrived on April 4, 1977 after a three month wait. Field Day 
1977 saw 40 participants. Early 1978 saw the club’s first two meter repeater put 
into use on 147.30/90.  During late 1977 and early 1978 members provided high 
frequency communications and phone patches to Coldwater Mayor, Chuck Wood-
ward and several Coldwater men who were circumnavigating South America by 
small plane. In September of 1980 the club was visited by Fred Coates, PY8ZLC, 
from Brazil. Fred had helped relay communications between club members and 
the Mayor and friends. Over the years the club provided communications for 
many walks, runs, bicycle races and events including the Love Run, Car Swap 
Meet, Happy Heart Run, Sister City Festival, Halloween Parade, Crop Walk, 
Quincy Tip Up, Branch County 4H Fair and many others.  Dues for 1981 were set 
at $10. For a time in the 80’s a builders club was formed and several projects 
were built including an anemometer and sub-audible tone generator.  

From it’s beginning, the focus of the club has been on studying together 
to upgrade license class, teaching electronic theory and radio procedures, con-
tacting far away and rare stations, maintaining local vhf and uhf repeaters, 
emergency readiness, severe weather spotting and reporting, handling formal 
radio traffic, and most recently, hidden transmitter hunting.. Spinning off from 
the Club are local chapters of the Amateur Radio Emergency Service, Skywarn 
and Volunteer Examiners 

In 2007 space was provided in the basement of the Branch County 911 
Communications building for a club station. Due to a generous donation from the 
family of the late Harold ‘Bud’ Sissem, the station was outfitted with a tower, tri-
band antenna and miscellaneous equipment. Further donations and fund raising 
allowed the Club to outfit the station with the latest in amateur transceivers and 
equipment. The station is used for Field Day and other special activities. The 
Club has been an American Radio Relay Affiliated Club continuously since 1961. 

The Club maintains a website at www.branchcountyarc.com where archives of 
monthly newsletters and meeting minutes can be found. The club meets on the 
third Tuesday of each month at the 911 Building on the grounds of the Branch 
County Memorial Airport. Annual dues are $15 and non-amateurs are welcome 
at all meetings.  

http://www.branchcountyarc
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For Sale: 

Yaesu FT-7900R for sale. This should be marketed as a "parts" radio, although the new 
owner can either figure out why the unit won't stay powered up on their own, or send it in 
to Yaesu for repairs. The rig will power up, only to turn off shortly afterward. All memories 
have been wiped clear.  

Given the above information, I'd like to set the asking price at $100. 

I will also include the long separation cable (not pictured). 

Thanks so much! 

 

Justin 
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DO YOU HAVE EQUIPMENT TO SELL OR TRADE? 
 

If you have amateur radio equipment to sell, swap or trade,  

please send an email to canadiancheeka@live.com 

and the information you send will be placed in the next newsletter! 
 

 

For Sale: 

 

Item 1:  

MFJ 407b Electronic Keyer w/manual. $30 

 

Item 2:  

MFJ 949D 160M - 10M 300 watt tuner w/dummy load and 4:1 Bakunin 
w/manual $65 

Interested? Contact Larry Camp at l.camp@charter.net 

Front 

Back 
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For Sale: 

TS-50 Kenwood Mobile transceiver, with matching Automatic Tuner. 

This is a mobile rig, but would make a very good limited space base unit. 

All wiring and mike, are included. Covers 10 thru 160 Mhz. 

All you need is 12 volt power and an antenna. 

If interested call  (517) 278-8507 

Arnie   NS8T 
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